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Wauponsee Township Board 
Meeting Minutes  

July 14, 2015 
 

 

The regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees of Wauponsee Township of 
Grundy County, the State of Illinois was held on the above date at the Wauponsee 
Township Road and Bridge Office for the purpose of conducting normal business. 
Supervisor Fannin opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
followed immediately. 
 

The meeting attendance roll call results are shown below. 
 

Trustees:   Jeff Carr   Absent      
    Tom Baker           Physically Present 

Neil Romines  Physically Present  
Tom Sparrow     Absent  

Supervisor:   Steven Fannin  Physically Present  
Road Commissioner:  Mark Doerfler    Physically Present 

 
Residents Present: 
 

 Jarrod Hager 
 Lisa Hager 
 Adam Frederick 
 Rebecca Britz 
 Paul Sorensen 
 Harold Higgins 

Doug Foss 
Roy Darin 

 
 
Public Comment/Statements – July 2015 flooding event 
 

Township Engineer Guy Christensen presented a summary of the engineering 
work done to bring the road drainage system up to state standards. The 
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presentation was at the request of Road Commissioner Mark Doerfler. (Reference 
attached letter to affected residents)  A summary of the presentation follows: 

 IDOT requirements for Southmor Rd and School Dr. specify they must 
handle a 15 year storm event.  

 An engineering analysis of the road drainage system from Southmor Rd. to 
Pine Bluff Rd. was performed in 2008. Portions of the roads did not meet 
the IDOT standards. 

 The box culvert at Southmor and School will see 103 CF/Sec. in the 15 year 
storm event. 

 The necessary improvements to meet the IDOT standards were completed 
between 2009 and 2011. 

 If the drainage system were upgraded to the 100 year storm event, the size 
of the box culverts and ditches would be very large compared to what 
currently exists. 

 The drainage tiles which pass under the subdivision are draining about 1.64 
sq. miles (1000 acres) of land. 

 A storm event over the15 yr design will result in water over the road. 
During the question/ comment period the affected residents expressed the 
following concerns: 

 Water peculates up from the ground. 

 Drain tile water comes up and runs through the ditch. 

 Sump pumps run all the time. 

 The continuous water flow is resulting in erosion. 
The resulting discussion resulted in the following; 

 The general conscience was the drain tiles through the area are the cause 
of the problems experienced by the residents. 

 The Drainage District is responsible for the drainage tiles and has an 
easement for the system. 

 Camera inspections were done in 2008 and 2012 by the Township. 
The drainage tiles north of Southmor were blocked with roots such that a 
complete inspection was not possible. 

 Six to eight land owners are directly affected by the tile condition. 

 The tiles are 20 inch clay tiles 11/2 thick with no drain holes in them. 

 There are two tiles, some portions of which the exact location is not known. 

 The last maintenance was in 1988 when one of the tiles was repaired. 

 The recommended corrective action by the Township Engineer was to 
locate a straight route through the area and replace the tiles. 

 The funding of the proposed project will require an attorney as the first step. 
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The next steps from the discussion are as follows: 

 

 The drainage district will meet with the member who was not present.  

 The drainage district will schedule a meeting with the land owners in about 
two weeks. 

 The Township Engineer will provide a list of environmental lawyers to the 
drainage district. 

 The property owners should have all present to approve the route for the 
new line.   

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Meeting minutes for the June 9th meeting was presented. A motion to approve the 
minutes as presented was made by Trustee Romines and seconded by Trustee 
 Baker. The motion passed on a voice vote.  
 
Approval of Claims 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Romines and seconded by Trustee Baker to authorize 
the Wauponsee Township Fund claims and approve the fund summary report as 
presented. 

 
Trustees: Jeff Carr    Absent 

Tom Baker            Yes 
     Neil Romines   Yes 

Tom Sparrow      Absent 
Supervisor: Steven Fannin   Yes 

 
The motion passed on a roll call vote. The claim details are listed on the attachment to 
these minutes.  
A motion was made by Trustee Romines and seconded by Trustee Baker to authorize 
the Wauponsee Township Road and Bridge Fund claims as presented. 
 

Trustees: Jeff Carr    Absent 
     Tom Baker             Yes 

Neil Romines   Yes  
Tom Sparrow      Absent  

Supervisor: Steven Fannin   Yes 
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The motion passed on a roll call vote. The claim details are listed on the attachment to 
these minutes.  
 

 Supervisor’s Report 
 
 Supervisor Fannin had no report. 
 
Road Commissioners Report 
 

Commissioner Doerfler reported the following: 

 A bid was received to tune up the four township computers and upgrade the 
long term storage system. 

 He served as the coordinator of cleanup activities following the tornado in 
Coal City. 

 W. Pine Bluff is posted for possible flooding since the Illinois River is rising. 
 
Clerk’s Report 
 

No Report 
 

Old Business 
 

Executive session to Review Closed Session Minutes for Release to the Public. 
 
A motion to enter closed session was made by Trustee Baker and seconded by 
Trustee Romines. The motion was approved on a roll call vote. 

 
Trustees: Jeff Carr    Absent 

     Tom Baker             Yes 
Neil Romines   Yes  
Tom Sparrow      Absent  

Supervisor: Steven Fannin   Yes 
 

The Board went into executive session at 8:24 PM 
 

  The Board came out of executive session at 8:26 PM. 
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Trustee Romines made a motion to maintain executive sessions #11/14/12 and 
#12/12/11 closed. The motion was seconded by Trustee Baker and carried on a 
voice vote. The sessions will be reviewed in six months. 

 
New Business 
 
 None 
 
Adjournment 
 
     Being no further business, Trustee Romines made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Trustee Baker seconded the motion, which carried on a voice vote. The meeting     
was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

 
 
Meeting minutes approved on August 11, 2015  

 
   ---------------------------------   Trustee   

              
          ---------------------------------   Trustee    

 
   ---------------------------------   Trustee 
 
   ---------------------------------   Trustee 
 
   ---------------------------------  Supervisor 
 
Minutes submitted by: 
 
-------------------------------  Township Clerk 
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