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Wauponsee Township Board 
Remote* Meeting Minutes  

February 10, 2021 
 
 

The regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees of Wauponsee 
Township of Grundy County, the State of Illinois, was held on the above date via 
internet connection for the purpose of conducting normal business. Supervisor 
Wiesbrook opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
followed immediately. 
 
 

The meeting attendance roll call results are shown below. 
 

Trustees:   Jeff Carr                      Electronically Present* 
Andy Chandler Electronically Present * 

     Russ Higgins  Physically Present 
Gary Lowery  Physically Present 

         Supervisor:           Ed Wiesbrook  Electronically Present* 
Road Commissioner:  Bucky Phillips    Physically Present  

 Township Clerk  Charles Sargent  Electronically Present* 
 
 *Allowed under SB 2135-PA101-640 
 

(Note: the meeting was recorded audio and video in accordance with Public 
Act 101-0640.) 

 
Residents Present: 

  Scot Hastings 
 

Public Comments 
   

Road Commissioner Bucky Phillips reported a couple returning home to 
McArdle Road following a hospital visit contacted him to get help clearing 
their driveway. He cleared the drive and shoveled their walk. They tried to 
offer payment but he did not accept it. They were very appreciative of the 
help they received from the Township. 
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The Road Commissioner did receive two snow related complaints. The 
plow apparently went north on Beth Dr and did not return in the other 
direction for some time. He explained that it takes several minutes to clear 
a cul-de-sac. Another complaint was that the Township truck was plowing 
was driveways. The complainant was assured the Township snowplows do 
not do driveways. There was a “for hire’’ plow truck in the area at the time. 
 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Meeting minutes for the January 13th meeting was presented. A motion to 
approve the minutes as presented was made by Trustee Carr and seconded by 
Trustee Lowery.                                                                 

Trustees:  Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 

     Russ Higgins  Yes 
Gary Lowery  Yes  

Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 
The motion passed on a roll call vote. 

 
Approval of Claims 
 
Supervisor Wiesbrook reviewed the list of claims with the Board. 
A motion was made by Trustee Carr and seconded by Trustee Chandler                
to authorize the Wauponsee Township Fund claims as presented.  
  

 Trustees:  Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 

     Russ Higgins  Yes 
Gary Lowery    Yes  

Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 
 
The motion passed on a roll call vote. The claim details are listed on the 
attachment to these minutes.  
 
Road Commissioner Bucky Phillips reviewed the list of claims with the Board. 
A motion was made by Supervisor Wiesbrook and seconded by Trustee 
Chandler to authorize the Wauponsee Township Road and Bridge Fund claims 
as presented. 
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 Trustees:  Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 
Russ Higgins  Yes 
Gary Lowery  Yes 

Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 
 

The motion passed on a roll call vote. The claim details are listed on the 
attachment to these minutes.  
 
Supervisor’s Report 
 
Supervisor Wiesbrook presented the following reports for the Board’s review: 
General Assistance, Town Fund and Road and Bridge fund reconciliation report 
with bank statements and a year to date comparison to last year. The reports are 
attached to these minutes.  
 
Supervisor Wiesbrook informed the Board that we continue to experience credits 
and charges from Paychex that are not explained and require follow-up calls. The 
federal employment tax also continues to be an issue. 
 
Road Commissioner’s Report 
. 
Commissioner Phillips presented the following report: 
 

• The budget was reviewed with the Board. There were no significant issues 
and the Road District is well under budget. The underbudget condition was 
primarily the result of deferral of the last of three bridge repair projects. The 
$80,000 project was deferred due uncertainty of when the tax money would 
be disbursed. It is currently scheduled for 2021. 

• There was an issue with the last months credit card payment. The check 
was mailed but apparently not received. As the result a late fee of $23 was 
applied. A check stop payment was considered but the fee for that is $37. A 
check for the two month period was submitted. Alternate payment plans are 
being considered. 

• Five loads of salt were received. The bill is due March 11, 2021. Board 
approval of the payment is expected March 10, 2021. 
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• At the last meeting the Road Commissioner reported the single axel truck 
has some serious issues. A new truck costs around $250,000. Repairs to 
the old truck are estimated at $32,000 - $40,000. Commissioner Phillips did 
not feel comfortable spending $250,000 on a single axel truck. He plans to 
repair the old truck and maybe purchase a used one in the future. 
 

Clerk’s Report 
  
The Clerk summarized the upcoming reports that will be coming due. A copy of 
the TOI Events Summary is attached. 
 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
      Discussion/Decision of old Town Hall Demolition 
 

Clerk Sargent presented the “History and Board Actions for the Old 
Township Hall’ to the Board (copy attached to these minutes). After some 
discussion Supervisor Wiesbrook requested the Clerk to prepare a draft 
website posting to inform the residents of the Board’s plans for the building 
and a draft annual meeting agenda for the Boards approval at the March 
10, 2021 meeting. The Website posting is to address the historical status of 
the building, the demolition of the building was approved in a previous 
annual meeting, the fact that the demolition was delayed due to lack of 
funds, and the building will be replaced with a salt storage structure. 

 
New Business 
 
 Approval of Road District Amended Budget 
 

• At the January 13, 2021 Board meeting, Commissioner Philips identified 
two-line items that required a budget revision to move the category funds to 
another category. Commissioner Phillips presented an Amended Budget 
for the Board’s review.  

• A motion was made by Trustee Lowery and seconded by Trustee Chandler                 
to approve the Wauponsee Township Road and Bridge Amended Budget 
as presented. 
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   Trustees:  Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 
Russ Higgins  Yes 
Gary Lowery  Yes 

Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 
 

o The motion passed on a roll call vote. The budget amendment is 
included as an attachment to these minutes.  

 
 

Board Decision/Discussion on How / If the Annual Township Meeting 
scheduled for April 13, 2021, should be held. 
 
The Board discussed the issues associated with conducting an in-person 
meeting and a remote presents meeting. The technology needed to allow 
remote audio /video connections with the residents as well as voting ability 
is a very major undertaking and likely outside the budget. It was recognized 
that TOI is currently recommending the townships proceed normally in 
preparation for the meeting. It is currently not known if the disaster 
proclamation will be extended. The final decision will be made at the March 
meeting. The general feeling of the Board was to conduct an in-person 
meeting but allowing remote participation via video conferencing as 
needed. 

 
 Approval to Sign the Minutes for the January 13th Board meeting. 
 

Due to the electronic meeting, Clerk Sargent requested permission from 
the Trustee’s to sign the January 13, 2021 meeting minutes for them. 
(example: Charles Sargent for Trustee ---------). Trustees Carr, Chandler, 
Higgins, Lowery and Supervisor Wiesbrook each gave their permission for 
the Clerk to sign the minutes for them indicating their approval on a roll call 
vote. 

 
Trustees:  Jeff Carr   Yes 

Andy Chandler  Yes  
     Gary Lowery  Yes 

    Russ Higgins  Yes 
Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes  
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Review of Closed Session Minutes for Release to the Public. 
 
Trustee Lowery made a motion to go into closed session to review the 
closed session minutes for possible release to the public per state statute 
5ILCS 120/2.c.21 The motion was seconded by Trustee Chandler and 
passed on a roll call vote. 
 

Trustees: Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 
Russ Higgins  Yes  

     Gary Lowery  Yes 
Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 

 
The Board entered the closed session at 8:07 pm. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 8:34 pm. 
 
Supervisor Wiesbrook made a motion to keep the seven closed session 
minutes reviewed closed to the public. The motion was seconded by 
Trustee Chandler.   

 
 

 Trustees: Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 
Russ Higgins  Yes  

     Gary Lowery  Yes 
Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 

 
 
Other Items 
 
Ballot Proof Review 
Supervisor Wiesbrook verified names and spelling for the upcoming election 
ballot. 
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Regular Board Meeting Schedule Change 
 
The Township staff has experienced difficulty completing the required Board 
meeting reports due to the late receipt of the bank statements. Currently the 
statements are being delivered by the post office one or two days before the 
meeting resulting in a very significant time crunch to prepare the monthly reports. 
Following some discussion, it was determined that by scheduling the meeting 
one week later in the month the time crunch issue would be resolved. The Board 
generally felt the change would be acceptable. Supervisor Wiesbrook requested 
the Clerk to prepare a new schedule and public notice for the board to review/ 
approve at the March 10, 2021 Board meeting.   
 
 
TOI Insurance Coverage   
 
Due to recent passing of a Board member, a question was asked about TOI 
death benefit coverage. The Clerk will determine if there is coverage and report 
to the Board at the next meeting. 
 
 
Adjournment 

 
Being no further business, Trustee Lowey made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Trustee Chandler seconded the motion. 
 

Trustees:  Jeff Carr   Yes 
Andy Chandler  Yes 
Russ Higgins  Yes 

     Gary Lowery  Yes 
Supervisor:  Ed Wiesbrook  Yes 

 
The motion passed on a roll call vote. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM.   
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Meeting minutes approved on March 10, 2021 

 
   ---------------------------------   Trustee   
 

   --------------------------------- Trustee    
 
   ---------------------------------   Trustee 
 
   ---------------------------------   Trustee 
 
   --------------------------------- Supervisor 
 

------------------------------- Township Clerk 
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